228" Brigade

This Brigade was formed on 26" February1917 as Army Troops.

Principle Units

ond (Garrison) Btn The Kings (Liverpool) Regiment

2/5"™  Btn  The Durham Light Infantry

1" (Garrison) Btn The Seaforth Highlanders

2nd (Garrison) Btn Royal Irish Fusiliers

22™  (Wessex & Welsh) Btn TF, The Rifle Brigade

227" Machine Gun Company (formed 11" September 1917 as 228" MG Company)
228" Trench Mortar Battery

228" Brigade Signal Section RE

143 Field Ambulance RAMC

The Postal History

This Field Post Office was first issued with a Skeleton Hand-stamp recorded in use May 1917
to January 1918.

Later was issued with a Double Ring CDS which is recorded in use March 1918 to January
1919

Brigade was disbanded 6™ January 1919.

Although an independent formation, 228 Brigade was always associated with 28" Division It
was formed of garrison battalions, which were not normally expected to serve in the front line
due to the men's age or low medical category. One staff officer wrote: 'Physically the brigade
was in a terrible state. They were splendid crocks ... Some were almost blind, some almost
deaf, and the 22nd Rifle Brigade ... had more than sixty men over sixty years old'. Because
of its slow rate of marching, the 228" became known as the 'Too Too Late Brigade'.



Field Post Office. 228

Cover to Lt Fox, Esg, The Drill Hall, Streatham Common, London

Cancelled FPO 228 — No Code - 11™ May 1917
Located in Salonika

Censored by the Type 3 Hand-stamp No 2983

Ex G Crabb collection who allocated this censor to 2"/14™ Battalion London Regiment

Signed by Censor L Pinder Not Traced

Currently the earliest recorded date of use.

I currently record Type 3 Censor with the following numbers for this FPO
2983 — 4200 — 4246

I record a second example of 3/2983 with this FPO, 19" June 1917
Frank Daniel also records 4220 - 2"/19™ London Regiment with this FPO
FPO Recorded open Salonika (11.5.17) —(7.6.17)

Moved to Mirova July 1917 (8.7.17) — (29.7.18)



Field Post Office. 228
Cover to Miss Dewar, C/o, The Headmaster, The School, Rugby
Cancelled FPO 228 — No Code - 4" June 1917

Censored by the Type 3 Hand-stamp No 4200 Unallocated by FD

Signed by Sender C B Dewar

Cover to Mrs Ross, Cromarty, Scotland, 29t August 1917

Located at Mirova

Censored by the Type 3 Hand-stamp No 4246 Signed by Sender Ross.



Field Post Office. 228
Cover to The Army & Navy Stores, London
Cancelled FPO 228 — Code X — 9™ October 1917 - Located at Mirova
Censored by the Type 7 Hand-stamp No 44

Allocated to 1™ Garrison Battalion Seaforth Highlanders

Censored by R D Warren

1917 Christmas Greetings Card to Shrewsbury 9" December 1917 Censor 7/224 Allocated
to LIV Brigade Royal Field Artillery

A Happy Christmas From The Balkans



Field Post Office. 228
Picture Post Card to London
Cancelled FPO 228 — Code + - 13™ May 1918

Censored by the Type 7 Hand-stamp No 43 Allocated to 2"%/5™ Battn Durham Light Infantry

Picture Post Card to Streatham, London 3™ July 1918

Censor 7/439 Unallocated by FD

Censor 7/ 439 is also recorded with FPO 84 in March, 1918
Daily Dispatches of London Mails on the Overland Route.



Field Post Office. 228

Cover to Mr A W Fisher (Gen Sec K.W.S.S.) 91 Pembroke St, Rotherham, Yorkshire
Cancelled FPO 228 — Code + - 7" June 1918

Censored by the Type 7 Hand-stamp No 211? 1% Battalion The Welsh Regiment, 84"
Brigade
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Picture Post Card to Sunderland

Cancelled FPO 228 — Code + - 5™ July 1918 Censored by the Type 7 Hand-stamp No 41
Allocated to 228™ Brigade Headquarters
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written on my birthday yesterday. You will be having a busy time soon I guess. Pleased to
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August, 1917. French St,
Ottoman Bank.
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